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Long History in New England
• Plantations of exotic larch throughout New England 

established over 7 decades. 

• Native Eastern larch, Japanese, European and J x E 
hybrids.



Jericho Research Forest, VT
1941 Exotic Larch Plantations

1961 2016



Dunkeld Larch
Hybrid Larch (L. x marschlinsii Coaz)

• Japanese larch (Larix kaempferi)

• European larch (Larix decidua)

• Documented at the Dunkeld Estate in 
Perthshire, Scotland in 1916/17

• … and earlier in Estonia



Hybrid Larch in Maine

26 year-old hybrid 
larch: Skowhegan, ME 

2  year-old hybrid 
larch: Etna, ME 



Operational Hybrid Larch Plantations 
in Maine

• Hybrid seed was produced in a German seed 
orchard where a single cloned European 
parent (of German origin) was supposedly 
mass pollinated with a mix of pollen collected 
from two Japanese parents from a local 
provenance trial (Langer and Schneck 1998). 

Forestry Commission Scotland



1992 Hybrid Larch Trial
Johnson Mountain ME

• Test performance & stability

• European (E) (5 entries)

• Japanese (J) (6 entries)

• Tamarack (T) (6 entries)

• ExJ, JxE, ExT, TxE, JxT, TxJ, etc.

• 51 crosses, planted in rows/columns

• 10 replicated blocks of 3-tree row plots
Silvae Genetica 1998



Early Results

Family 

group

% survival % trees 

w/defect

Seeds/cone % 

germination

JE 73 5 87 87

EJ 77 5 91 91

EE 77 15 96 96

JJ 51 17 86 86

TT 44 54 22 22

TJ 55 33 22 22

TE 61 11 21 21

Silvae Genetica 1998



Age 22 Diameter Distributions

Silvae Genetica 2015



Age 22 Results

Silvae Genetica 2015



Age 22 Results

Silvae Genetica 2015



Age 22 Results

Silvae Genetica 2015



HYBRID LARCH: A PROVEN WINNER 

THAT CAN GET EVEN BETTER

Age 27 at 
Howland, ME


